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« Write the name of the county of circulation in the heading of the petition.
« Ask potential signers whether they are registered to vote.

« Instruct signers to provide their street address or rural route where indicated; a P.O. Box s
invalid.

« Remind signers to write the date of signing, not their date of birth.

« Review each signer's entry for completeness. If information is omitted, ask the signer to fill
in the blank(s).

« Encourage signers to sign in a way that reasonably resembles the signature given for
driver's license or voter registration purposes. !t is not necessary for the signer’s petition
signature to be a perfect match with the signature on file. See “Signature Verification”
above.

« Once circulation of a petition sheet is complete, ensure that the circulator signs and dates
the certificate of circulator and provides the required information. If the circulator is not a
Michigan resident, he or she must also check the nonresident box in the bottom left corner
of the petition sheet and write the name of the county where registered to vote, if any.

Exercise care when circulating in or near cities and villages that cross county lines.
Several cities and villages in Michigan overlap county boundary lines. When obtaining a
signature from a voter who is registered in a city or village that crosses county boundaries,
make sure the voter signs the petition sheet that aligns with the signer’s county of registration.

Implement a quality control process before filing the petition. Candidates are strongly
encouraged to obtain a copy of the Qualified Voter File (QVF) for pre-fiing verification
purposes. Any petition signatures found to be invalid during the quality control process (i.e.,
because the street address or date is omitted) can be crossed out prior to filing; crossed out
signatures are excluded when determining the maximum number of signatures filed.

Review all petition sheets prior to filing for completeness, especially the name of the county
of circulation and the certificate of circulator.

File enough signatures. Candidates are strongly encouraged to gather and file substantially
more signatures than the minimum number required. The number of excess signatures needed
will vary depending on the vigorousness of the candidate’s quality control process. Even if the
petition has been verified by a professional signature gathering firm prior to filing, note that (1)
A challenge may be filed against the sufficiency of the nominating or qualifying petition, and (2)
There is a likelihood that some signatures or whole petition sheets may be found to be invalid
during the canvass process. However, note that there is an upper limit on the maximum

Important Note: Use of countywide forms bearing a 2019 revision date is optional for the
2019-2020 election cycle. While the Bureau of Elections encourages clerks and candidates to
use the new petition forms, please note that the adoption of the new format does not require
clerks or candidates to discard old forms.

Candidates may file countywide petition forms using the 2015 format, 2019 format or a
combination of both.

For the 2019-2020 election cycle, candidates may, but are not required to, use the new
format of the Nominating Petition (Countywide Partisan), Nominating Petition (Countywide
Non-Partisan), or Quaiifying Petition (Countywide) forms. If the form was prepared by an
election forms print vendor or obtained from a clerk’s office, a revision date will appear at or
n form. Examples include but are not limited to “Rev. __/15,”
“Rev. __/19,” and similar. Candidates may also prepare their own petition forms as long as
they comply with the 2015 or 2019 format.

If a petition signer makes an error in the city/township checkbox on the 2015 version of
a countywide petition, his or her signature will not be rejected for that reason. Errors that
will not invalidate signatures include checking the wrong city or township box, marking both
checkboxes, and leaving both checkboxes blank.

.
m%d%mm:_v OF W_ o Ga rden Owﬁ& VALID
mﬁ_ud,«%m_ux_v OF _M_ 2 Redford Tup. VALID
mw,w,\%mmzn OF m 5. elreit L VALID
mud“%mm:_w OF m__ « Wayne ~ VALID

In the examples shown above, the candidate filed a 2015 petition form and signers checked (1)
the wrong box, as Garden City is not a township; (2) the wrong box, as Redford Township is
not a city; (3) neither box; and (4) both boxes. Eliminating the requirement for signers to check
the correct box to indicate the jurisdiction type ensures that none of the errors shown above
results in an invalid signature.

As a reminder, on both 2015 and optional 2019 countywide petition forms, the signer must
include either the name of the city or township in which he or she was registered to vote on the
date of signing, or the postal address or unincorporated place where registered, if the post
office or unincorporated place aligns with the signer's address for mail purposes.!

1 Note: For further information regarding the signer’s entry of the name of a local post office or unincorporated
place, see MCL 168.552a,
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Abbreviation Corresponds to ... County

WB West Bloomfield QOakland
Ypsi Ypsilanti Washtenaw
SIGNATURE VERIFICATION

Metropolitan District Nominating Petition: Use restricted to candidates seeking a
metropolitan district office.

Circulators should encourage voters to sign petitions in a way that reasonably resembles the
signature given for driver’s license/state 1D or voter registration purposes, but it is not
necessary for the voter’s signature to perfectly match the signature on file. Filing officials must
perform their signature verification duties with the presumption that a voter’s petition signature
is his or her genuine signature, as there are numerous legitimate reasons that may explain an
apparent mismatch:

» Petition signatures are often written on a clipboard, which may cause the signature to
appear more slanted or less precise than the signature on file, or cause breaks or
pauses in a cursive signature.

» Petition signatures (or voter registration or pin-pad signatures collected during the
driver’s license/state 1D application process) could have been written in haste.

+ A medical condition or advancing age may cause the signature to be different.

» The electronic signature on file may be smaller or larger than the signature given on a
petition sheet.

» The signature may have been written using a pen with a finer tip or one with fading ink
as compared to the signature on file.

None of these differences will result in the invalidation of the petition signature. if there are any
redeeming qualities in the petition signature as compared to the signature on file, the filing
official should treat the signature as valid. Redeeming qualities may include but are not limited
to similar distinctive flourishes, more matching features than nonmatching features, and
Examples 1-5 below.

A voter's signature should be considered questionable only if it differs in multiple, significant
and obvious respects from the signature on file; see Examples 6-7 below. Slight dissimilarities
should be resolved in favor of the voter whenever possible.

Recommended

# Petition Signature Verification muvau—om Result

Signature appears as if voter’s hand is trembling or shaking, possibly due to a
health condition or advancing age: .

1 g\f\l&\ &&% Valid signature
Catherine Z@ﬂm&@t versus \%&\

GENERAL INFORMATION

* A petition sheet is valid if it includes the circulator's signature; the date on which the
circulator signed the petition; the circulator’s complete residence address (street address or
rural route number, city or township and state); and for a circulator who is not a Michigan
resident, the name of the county where the circulator is registered to vote (if applicable) and
the circulator's mark (cross or check mark) in the nonresident box in the Certificate of
Circulator.

« A petition sheet is invalid and none of the signatures affixed to the sheet will be counted as
valid if the circulator is not a resident of Michigan and fails to mark the nonresident box in
the Certificate of Circulator.

* A petition sheet must include the name of the county where it was circulated; each sheet
must list only a single county.

* Anindividual signature entry is valid if it includes the signer’s signature; the street address
or rural route number; the name of the city or township where the signer is registered to
vote; and the date on which the signature was affixed to the petition.

¢ Anindividual signature entry is invalid if the QVF indicates that on the date of signing, the
signer was:

1. Not registered to vote in Michigan, or
2. Registered to vote in this state but not in the city or township indicated, or

3. Registered to vote in the city or township indicated but that jurisdiction is not
within the county listed in the heading of the petition sheet.

¢ Certain variations or errors are acceptable and will not cause a signature or entire
petition sheet to be rejected. For further information, see “Acceptable Sheet Variations”
and “Acceptable Signature Variations” below.

PETITION SHEET VALIDITY

Imperfections in the petition sheet heading, certificate of circulator, or body of the petition sheet
may jeopardize the validity of signatures appearing on the sheet.

Defects in the petition heading which render an entire sheet invalid. A petition sheet is
invalid if it contains one or more of the following defects in the heading:
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space for city or township of registration.

Example 1: Individuals who are registered to vote in Genesee Township, Richfield
Township and Vienna Township have a Mt. Morris postal address. When signing a
countywide petition, these voters may write the name of the township where they are
registered to vote or Mt. Morris in the “City or Township” column of the petition
sheet, and either entry is valid.

Example 2: Parts of Texas Township are served by the Kalamazoo post office (zip
code 49001) while other parts of the township are served by the Mattawan post
office (zip code 49071). If a Texas Township registrant writes “Kalamazoo” in the city
or township column but his or her postal address is Mattawan, the entry is invalid.

The signer writes the name of a
township of registration, and the
township.

age or unincorporated place in the space for city or
age or unincorporated place is located within a single

Example 1: A signature is valid if the signer provides the name of an unincorporated
place in the place for city or township of registration, and the unincorporated place is
located within a single township, and the signer is registered to vote in that township.
Examples of unincorporated places include but are not limited to: Hemlock
(Saginaw County), Kincheloe (Chippewa County), Lambertville (Monroe County),
Okemos (Ingham County), Union Lake {Oakland County), and Walloon Lake
(Charlevoix County).

Example 2: A signature is valid if the signer writes the name of a village, the village
is wholly contained within a single township, and the signer is registered to vote in
that township. A signature is invalid if the signer writes the name of a village instead
of his or her township of registration and the village boundaries cross multiple
townships.

The signer omits his or her zip code or enters an incorrect zip code.

*NEW FOR 2019-2020* With respect to signatures appearing on 2015 petition forms, any
marking in the space where a signer indicates whether the place of registration is a “city” or
“township” must be treated as a valid entry. In other words, a signature must not be
rejected solely because the signer checked the wrong box, checked both boxes, and
checked neither box. Examples of valid entries that may appear on 2015 petition forms
include the following:

that circulation was within a single county.

« For all offices except certain judicial offices, the failure to include the “Term Expiration
Date” does not render a petition sheet invalid if the filing official can ascertain which
position the candidate is seeking. For example, if a candidate is seeking nomination or
election to the office of County Clerk, the candidate is not required to include the “Term
Expiration Date” because there is only one position to be elected. If there are multiple
positions available with different term ending dates, the candidate should include the “Term
Expiration Date.”

Note: Judicial candidates seeking office in a district in which a combination of full
terms and partial terms will appear on the ballot must follow the instructions
printed on the reverse side of the nominating petition with respect to the “Term
Expiration Date.”

« All of the following variations are acceptable: The circulator’s signature is illegible; circulator
prints his or her name in space provided for the signature and signs in the space for printed
name; circulator omits his or her printed name; circulator enters his or her cursive signature
in space provided for printed name.

Note: The petition sheet is invalid if the circulator merely prints his or her name
and fails to sign the petition.

« The circulator omits his or her zip code or enters an incorrect zip code.

« The circulator prints the name of a village or unincorporated place instead of the township
in which he or she resides, as long as the village or unincorporated place is wholly
contained within a single township.

« The circulator omits the county of registration.

* The circulator is a resident of Michigan and inadvertently checks the out-of-state circulator
checkbox and/or writes the name of the Michigan county where he or she is registered to
vote.

VALIDITY OF INDIVIDUAL SIGNATURES

result, the jurisdiction written on the petition may not always correspond to the name of the city or township where
the signer is registered to vote. See Usps.com for a list of local post offices by state.

A signature entry is valid if the voter signs the petition and prints his or her street address or
rural route, city or township where registered to vote, and date of signing. (The signer's
omission of his or her printed name or zip code is an acceptable variation.) Filing officials use
the code "R” (registered) for valid entries.

A signature is invalid if it contains one or more of the defects or omissions listed below. The
codes used to mark defects and omissions on petition sheets are shown to the left of the
descriptions.
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